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Mrs Nicholl

What an amazing half term we have had in Foundation Stage! We have spent a lot of time outdoors, 
playing and connecting with nature. We recently enjoyed a sprinkling of snow and took the opportunity to 
make some Advent wreaths using ice, leaves, mud and sticks.

In November, we celebrated and learnt about Diwali, making Diya lamps 
using clay and retelling the story of Rama and Sita through play. We also 
made delicious chocolate firework biscuits!

Our interest in different places is growing, with many of the children 
discovering more about people, places and animals around the world. The 
children in Foundation Stage are becoming confident speakers and are eager to share their new-found 
knowledge with their friends.

Foundation Stage is full of artists and creative thinkers. We have been using our 
planning books to come up with some fantastic design ideas, before creating 
and constructing with various recycled everything 
from handbags to transformers!

More recently, we have been busy practising for our Nativity play, 
Mary’s Knitting. We have learnt the signs and words to multiple songs 
and we can’t wait to share our hard work with a live audience. 

We have had an amazing half term in Year 1 and have had lots of fun along the way!
We have become marvellous mathematicians by working with our numbers to 10 in 
lots of different ways and using number lines to solve addition and subtraction 
calculations. We have also become shape superstars, recognising and naming many 
2D and 3D shapes.

We have been working really hard on learning our Set 2 sounds in Phonics and have 
been using them to read and write words by ourselves as well as sentences. We have 
also been enjoying using our sounds to help us to read our phonics books in class and at 
at home too!

We can tell you all about Guy Fawkes and the Gunpowder Plot and can talk about 
Remembrance Day. In Science we learned all about Autumn and had great fun 
getting outside and exploring the many wonderful things this season has to offer –
including the weather! We really enjoyed working on our design and technology 
skills to create some fantastic hedgehog houses and our beautiful Christmas tree 
decorations.

We completed our topic about Baptism in RE before studying stories about the Prophet Muhammed in our 
Islam topic. We are thoroughly enjoying our current topic; Advent and have loved learning about the Advent 
wreath and the many special times that led to the arrival of Jesus.

One of the highlights of this half term has to be our Christmas production which we      
had lots of fun rehearsing but even more fun performing to our lovely families. We              
can’t wait to see what Spring has in store for us!

Thank you for your amazing support with our school Christmas plays.  It was an absolute pleasure to have 
you in school to share this very special time of year.
On behalf of all of the staff at school, I would like to take this opportunity to wish you a very happy and holy 
Christmas and best wishes for the New Year.



What an awesome half term we have had! We have enjoyed the beautiful autumn sunshine during playtimes 
with friends and more recently the glorious sprinkling of snow. Brrrr!
We have become experts with coins and values in maths, as well as solving problems and thinking outside the 
box!
We’ve shared lots of stories in guided reading including The Tiger Child, 
Ingenious Jean and Millie’s Marvellous Hat. We have written sentences 
using epic vocabulary, experimented with adventurous punctuation and 
performed lots of poetry using alliteration, onomatopoeia and rhyme.
We can tell you all the names of the continents and oceans of the world 
and talk about the invention of the World Wide Web. Our science learning 
has moved on from materials and their properties to microhabitats and 
food chains, which has involved lots of outdoor investigative work! We 
totally enjoyed making playdough though!
We ended our RE topic, which was all about Signs and Symbols, with the 
most wonderful Liturgy before studying the Five Pillars of Islam for a week 
which brought us to our new and current Advent work. We have talked about 
the importance of this time to get ready for the arrival of Jesus by making a 
straight path.
We made our own Advent wreaths, Journey to Bethlehem scenes and not to 
mention our reindeer portraits which were so much fun. How lucky we were that 
the elves visited overnight to paint and glitter them all; they hardly made any mess!

In between all of our play practise, singing and crafting we have been 
simply unable to put down our class book ‘A boy called Christmas’ –
and can’t wait for our trip to the cinema! 

During this half term we have been extremely busy in Year 3. It would be impossible to say everything we 
have enjoyed doing and learning about, so we’ve selected some of our favourite and most memorable. 

Our swimming lessons have concluded this half-term and we have thoroughly loved going           
to Beverley Leisure Centre for them. In the last week of the lessons we did races and it was 
extremely good fun! In our literacy lessons we firstly learnt about World War 1 and what 
life was like in the trenches…it wasn’t very pleasant! Afterwards we learnt about the Stone  
Age. We firstly asked Mr Hood and Mr Hutton about it, but they tell us they aren’t that  
old…we’re not sure if we believe them! Instead, we read Stone Age Boy and learnt how 
different it was in comparison to our lives today. 

In numeracy we have been working hard on our 3 and 4 times tables and how to divide 
our numbers. We have had great fun with Cyril the Swan in learning our 4’s! Georgia 
O’Keefe was our focus in art and we drew British landmarks with great detail and care. 
Everyone was very enthusiastic about looking at her art. 

We’ve also been reading Danny, Champion of the World; we haven’t 
finished yet, but it got off to a great start. For PE, we have been 
building core strength in the classroom using our chairs to help us build…it is hard but       
fun. We made gingerbread for our classroom crafts, it was so much fun because not only   
did they taste amazing but we got to make lots of mess! Finally we had our AWESOME  
Nativity play, which we had so much fun rehearsing and performing!

What a super busy half term we have had in year 4! We have completed a       
huge variety of activities, and we thoroughly enjoyed them!

This half term, we have done our nativity alongside year 3 - which we  
performed brilliantly! Everyone came together and worked SO hard, well 
done!

The RE topic has been Advent, with a focus on the importance of gifts. We have 
been learning about the three kings and what their gifts represent. As a class, we 
came to an agreement that the best gifts are the ones that ‘come directly from 
the heart’ and the ones that ‘cost nothing’. We have spent a lot of time thinking 
about those who are not as gifted as we are, and we have discussed many ways 
in which we can do our bit for those in need this Christmas.

Also, we have had a thrilling time listening to Christmas hymns, which we have linked to our RE work! We even 
created our own enJOYable dances to represent the 3rd Sunday of Advent (Gaudete Sunday)!



This Is when we were practising sewing.
We are getting ready to sew our cushions next week.  We have practised 
this for a couple of weeks now and can't wait to finally sew on our 
cushions! We have practised different techniques and different types of 
stitches! Our cushions will have printed patterns, embroidery and a 
pocket for our books on them!

Year 5 & 6 have spent many weeks practising for our Christmas Play! 
Next week, we are performing to our parents on Tuesday. We are very 
proud of this play because it's been two years since we have done a one 
(our last Christmas play was when we were in Year 2&3!). We have 
practised many times in the classroom and a few times in the hall. It’s 
been difficult but we have got the hang of it. We are very proud of this 
play since it's our Year 6’s last nativity in school before secondary 
school.

We have been really enjoying our new topic about the Victorians. We have been reading a book 
called ‘Street Child’ which is about a Victorian boy who has escaped from the workhouse and is 
living on the streets. We wrote a diary entry from someone living in the workhouse.

It’s getting close to Christmas and we’re practising our school play. We are performing it with 
year 6 and we are doing the story of Hosanna Rock. It has been very exciting to practice but it’s 
sometimes a bit nerve-racking. We are happy that everyone gets an important role. We are really 
looking forward 
to performing it for our family and the rest of the school.

We have been sewing Christmas decorations in 
DT (Design technology) to hang on the small 
tree in our classroom. We have also been cutting 
out snowflakes to put on the tree. It was quite 
difficult for some people but we all managed it in 
the end. Soon we are going to sell them to raise 
money for the school.

In maths we have been learning about angles. 
We have been hard at work reading protractors to 
measure angles and draw them.

Our teachers have been helping us a lot with all the subjects. They have been encouraging us 
and supporting us with everything. With most subjects we struggled at first but eventually we got 
the hang of it. Molly from our class said “I really like this class and the teachers because it’s a 
mix of education and having fun. The teachers don’t over explain things and I love that they gave 
us buddies, I really like this school!”

In Maths, we have learnt/revised our 3, 6, 9, 8 and 7 times tables. Our favourite way to 
learn them is to dance and sing along to some groovy songs - especially Taylor Swift!

Our Literacy has been based on the Iron Man - which is written by an author called 
Ted Hughes. It is about a little boy who befriends an immense Iron Man! We have 
included some fantastic vocabulary in our work, and produced some excellent 
sentences for our sentence stacking display!

Our Science lessons have been based on electricity, we’ve made circuits, discussed conductors and insulators, 
we have also explored how to create our own switches. We have also linked our learning in Science to our 
Literacy and Design & Technology work - which involved creating an enormous light-up Iron Man for our 
classroom!


