
 
 
 
 
 
 

St John of Beverley RC Primary School 
History Policy 

 
Rationale 
 
At St John of Beverley RC Primary School pupils are given access to the past through structured 
teaching of important events in the history of Britain, Europe and other parts of the world. They are 
helped to build a clear chronological framework of the development of societies from ancient to 
modern times by making links across the different study units. They are given opportunities to 
investigate local history and to learn about and interpret the past from a range of primary sources. 
 
The Aims of History in the Primary School 
 
Through the teaching of History we aim: 

• To stimulate curiosity about the past. 
• To develop research skills needed to access relevant information. 
• To increase knowledge and understanding of the history of Britain, Europe and the world. 
• To help pupils develop a sense of identity through studying the history of their locality. 
• To give opportunities to convey understanding / interpretation of past events in a variety of 

ways. 
• To provide situations which foster independent / co-operative activities. 
• To develop independent research skills through enquiry-based learning. 

 
Teaching and Learning 
 
History teaching focuses on enabling children to think as historians. We place an emphasis on 
examining historical artefacts and primary sources. In each key stage we aim to give children the 
opportunity to visit sites of historical significance. We also recognise that it is crucial for our 
children to engage in history at a personal level. Therefore, we teach history through sensory 
experiences such as re-enactments, drama and role play.  We recognise the value of personal 
stories in history teaching and we regard this as an important way of stimulating interest in the 
past. We focus on helping children understand that historical events have been interpreted in 
different ways, and that they should always ask searching questions such as “How do we know 
this source is accurate?”, when confronted with information. 
In order to develop historical skills a variety of teaching approaches will be employed.  Those 
specifically related to historical study are; 
 

• Investigation of evidence – pictures and photographs, artefacts, documents and printed 
sources, eyewitness accounts, oral histories 

• The use of Using ICT and other broadcast media, 
• Using educational visits and fieldwork in places of historical interest. 

 
History Curriculum Planning 
 



History is incorporated into a flexible and creative school curriculum at St John of Beverley RC 
Primary School. Our school curriculum meets the requirements of the New National Curriculum for 
Primary Schools 2014 and we plan for progression by using ‘Not as We Know it year group 
targets, so that the children are increasingly challenged as they move through the school. 
The National Curriculum provides the framework for History taught in our school.  It outlines the 
knowledge, skills and understanding that should be delivered in each Key Stage.  Using this as 
our framework we endeavour to bring clarity and purpose to our historical teaching and learning by 
delivering it through a cross-curricular approach in as creative a way as possible.  
 
The class teacher writes the lesson plans for each history lesson (short term plans). These plans 
list specific learning objectives, differentiation and expected outcomes for each lesson. The class 
teacher keeps these individual plans, although s/he and the subject leader often discuss them on 
an informal basis. 
 
The Foundation Stage 
 
In the Foundation Stage, we relate the history element of the children’s work to the objectives set 
out in “Development Matters”, and Early Learning Goals (ELGs) which underpin the curriculum 
planning for children aged three to five.  History makes a significant contribution to developing a 
child’s knowledge and understanding of the world around them. Appropriate learning would 
include sequencing events, discussing changes in themselves from birth to five, how things were 
different when their parents were children and handling and studying photos and artefacts. These 
activities are designed to introduce a sense of time. 
 
Monitoring and Evaluation 
 
Academic progress will be measured by the class teacher against the Not as We Know It year 
group targets and via our school tracking system Class Track. 
 
This policy will be reviewed every three years. 
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