
 

 
 

 
 
 

St John of Beverley RC Primary School 
Geography Policy 

 
Rationale 

 
At St John of Beverley RC Primary School, we believe that Geography is an essential part of the 
curriculum and teachers ensure that the children develop their knowledge of Geographical 
enquiry, Physical Geography, Human Geography and Geographical Knowledge. These areas will 
cover the human and physical processes, which shape them, and the people who live in them. 
Skills developed through Geography help pupils make sense of their surroundings and the wider 
world. 
 
Aims and Objectives 
 
Through the teaching of Geography we aim to: 

• Help pupils develop knowledge and understanding of places and themes including patterns 
and processes. 

• Foster children’s sense of wonder at the world around them 
• Help pupils develop a sense of identity through learning about the UK and its relationships 

with other countries. 
• Develop an informed concern about the future of our planet 
• Enhance children’s sense of responsibility for the acre of the earth and its inhabitants 
• Teach the skills and knowledge necessary to develop children as geographers 
• Encourage learning through enquiry-based projects and lessons in order to develop 

children’s independent research skills 
• Help children understand how to use a map in a variety of different contexts. 

 
Teaching and Learning 
 
Elements of Geography are delivered to the Foundation Stage children, through the Foundation 
Stage Curriculum (Knowledge & Understanding of the World). 
In KS1 & KS2 Geography is taught through planning linked to the new National Curriculum 2014. 
These have been split according to year groups and the units covered by each year group can be 
found on the long-term plans. Some elements of Geography are also taught through cross-
curricular topics e.g. literacy, history, ICT and role-play. In the Early Years Foundation Stage 
(EYFS) the children explore places, people, communities and the world through their work related 
to ‘Knowledge and Understanding of the World’. 
All pupils are encouraged to reach their full potential through the provision of varied opportunities. 
We recognise that our curriculum planning must allow pupils to gain a progressively deeper 
understanding and competency as they move through the school. 
We develop the following skills, always building on earlier experiences through: 

• Interpretation and analysis of data 
• Fieldwork skills and first hand experiences 



• Observation and recording 
• Measurement and use of appropriate equipment 
• Mapping skills 
• Development of geographical vocabulary 
• Geographical enquiry, prediction and the formation of hypotheses 
• Recognition of the effect humans have on their environment 
• Recognition of the need for protection and conservation of our planets fragile environment. 
• Developing their knowledge of Geographical information sources. 

 
 
 
Geography Curriculum Planning 
 
Geography is incorporated into a flexible and creative school curriculum at St John of Beverley RC 
Primary School. Our school curriculum meets the requirements of the New National Curriculum for 
Primary Schools 2014  
The National Curriculum provides the framework for Geography taught in our school.  It outlines 
the knowledge, skills and understanding that should be delivered in each Key Stage.  Using this as 
our framework we endeavour to bring clarity and purpose to our geographical teaching and 
learning by delivering it through a cross-curricular approach in as creative a way as possible.  
In order to develop geographical skills a variety of teaching approaches will be employed.  Those 
specifically related to geographical study are; 
 
• Using photographs, images, maps and globes, 
• Using ICT 
• Using educational visits and fieldwork in places of geographical interest. 
 
The class teacher writes the lesson plans for each geography lesson (short term plans). These 
plans list specific learning objectives, differentiation and expected outcomes for each lesson. The 
class teacher keeps these individual plans, although s/he and the subject leader often discuss 
them on an informal basis. 
 
Monitoring and Evaluation 
 
Academic progress will be measured by the class teacher against the ‘Not as We Know It’ target 
sheets. 
 
This policy will be reviewed every three years. 
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